
Trip to Italy inspires debut album from songwriter Jim Byrne.
After an Italian Road to Damascus experience in June this year, Glasgow songwriter Jim Byrne has been forging a new path as a solo artist. His album ‘On these Dark Nights’ was launched on December 2008.

Jim’s music has been described as  “contemporary folk, alternative country and laconic, acoustic blues’ –  the album includes new songs and a bonus track, which was,written and performed with Vivian Scotston and Madelaine Hart in Italy.

Having played with various bands in Glasgow and Clydebank (Jim’s hometown), including: Loris, The Hemingways, The Primevals and Dexter Slim and the Pickups, Jim has many years’ experience playing in rock and pop bands.  He also achieved some claim to fame as the person who gave Alex Kapranos of Franz Ferdinand his first gig, when he established Glasgow’s cult music venue, The Kazoo Club in the late 80’s.

An invite from Chris Difford

In May this year he was invited to participate in Chris Difford’s songwriting workshop in Monestovole in Italy, where his enthusiasm for songwriting was reignited after spending a week writing and performing songs in the company of other artists including Marti Pellow and Linda Lewis.

Picking up the acoustic guitar leads to a raft of new songs

Since his return has had a wonderful time performing as an acoustic artist, playing his new songs at gigs, folk clubs and festivals around Scotland.  His reception as a solo performer has been very positive with reviews in the folk and roots website Spiral Earth.co.uk and and enthusiastic response from audiences whenever he has played. 

"We were delighted to have Jim Byrne in our Festival Showcase. His highly innovative compositions were well received by our Festival-goers and we would certainly welcome him back" Murdie Kennedy, Linlithgow Folk Festival

"Excellent! Jim is breath of fresh air amongst Glasgow's acoustic scene"

Dochan MacMillan, Free Candy Sessions Music Promotor

"'Jim Byrne's unique and personal set at the Open Mike session at The Place Music Club Milngavie, was perfectly suited to the intimate, cabaret atmosphere in this popular club. His engaging lyrics and slick guitar puts Jim firmly on the performance circuit in Scotland. Worth looking out for." Erne Parkin, The Place Folk Club, Milngavie.

"Special mention should go to Jim Byrne and his laconic folk blues.." David Kushar, UK new Folk and Roots music (SpiralEarth.co.uk )

"...his accomplished guitar work, well crafted songs and sensitive singing were very well received." Pedie MacNeill, Colonsay Folk Festival Organiser

"..a polished, urbane performer."

The bluesbunny review

"Jim Byrne took the next spot. Instantly relaxed and elevated the mood with a few words and his fingerstyle playing. Jim's songs seems to be hewn from the everyday and he mixes a lyrical turn of phrase with good song structure. " The Lone Groover

And a debut album

The positive feedback and constant requests for a CD encouraged him to put together his album, where both new and old friends have brought their talents to the studio, making this a unique recording.  Mick West, recently nominated for the award of Scottish Traditional Singer 2008, sings backing vocals on two of the tracks and Geoff Martyn, another graduate of Monestovole, was keen to participate in the project, playing Wurlitzer on one of the tracks and recording some of the album tracks at his own studio.

Long time musical buddies also got in on the act and two other Clydebank fellows, Robert Ruthven and Peter Byrne, Jim’s brother, lent their considerable musical talents to the venture as did Graham MacIntosh, who’s much in demand as a guitarist.

Hi-resolution photographs can be found on the website at

http://www.songsbyjimbyrne.com
http://www.myspace.com/dexterslim
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